
Charlottesville Area Tree Stewards 

Membership Meeting 

October 23, 2017 

 

Martha Orton, president, called the meeting to order. She explained the 

following Alternative Paths to Membership which are being considered: 

 Alternate Path to Membership Proposed Change to By-Laws: 

In special circumstances, the Board and the Education Committee 

may develop an alternate path to membership. The alternate path to 

membership is designed for those committed to meeting the 

voluntary hours requirement, but who either have already met the 

educational requirement or cannot take the next scheduled training 

class. 

 Alternate Path to Membership for Applicants Who Cannot Take 

the Tree Steward Training Class: 

Set up a vetting process staffed by the Education Committee to 

assess applicants’ educational/work experience level compared to a 

graduate of the Tree Steward Training Class. If needed, develop a 

training curriculum tailored to the applicants’ educational needs 

and assign a mentor to oversee training progress. 

There was some discussion concerning these alternatives and they will 

be voted on at the November membership meeting.  

 

It was determined that there is a need to increase the spending limit from 

$200 to $500 for a project without requiring Board and membership 

approval. Each situation would need to be approved by the Project 

Committee or Education Committee. This part of the Organization 

Document would no longer include the number of members participating 

in the project. Robin Hanes made a motion to this effect which was 

seconded by Mac Dent with approval by the membership. 

 

Linda Knapp, treasurer, reported that presently the total assets of 

C.A.T.S.  

is $26,382.44.  Our fall tree sale on October 16
th

 brought in $2,079.  

This did not include any expenses. 



 

Education – Tom Wild reported that the training class is going well and 

is now half over. For the invasive class, they had a good turnout of 17 

people. There were 31 tree stewards who participated in the Blandy field 

trip. Sally Hubert of the Shenandoah National Park will be our speaker 

at the November membership meeting. There have been tree walks at 

both McIntire Park and Highland with more planned for the future. 

 

Projects – Camille Wilson stated that November will be a big month for 

projects: 

11/9 –The Montessori Upper School, working with the Parks 

Department, will be removing invasives and mulching at Greenleaf Park. 

The kids will be working from 9:00–11:00 with the tree stewards 

coming at 10:00. It would be a help if anyone could bring a 

wheelbarrow. 

11/11 – At 9:00, the tree stewards will be helping the Cub Scouts plant 

40 seedlings at Ivy Creek Natural Area. Bring a shovel. 

11/18 – 9:00–12:00 – At Pen Park, they’ve cleared an area with the help 

of a grant for invasive removal on the trail. It is now ready for the 

planting of 30 trees. The holes will be dug and they’ll have the tools and 

staff.  We’ll be there to help. Coming into Pen Park, turn left at the 

tennis courts and we’ll meet back there. 

Kendra Hall encouraged tree stewards to attend the Project Committee 

meetings. Their next meeting is on 11/15 at 9:00 at the Carver 

Recreation Center at the Jefferson School City Center. Also, she is 

requesting some computer expertise for archiving. 

Robin Hanes thanked the tree stewards who attended the forest walk and 

book signing at Carol Wise and Nancy Weiss’ home. Joan Maloof of the 

Old Growth Forest Network and photographer Robert Llewellyn 

presented their new books, Nature’s Temple and Living Forest. The 

books are available at New Dominion Bookstore. Robin has donated a 

copy of the Living Forest to our C.A.T.S. library. 

Robin Hanes reported that the fall tree sale was great, having 90 buyers 

with the sale of 250 trees. It was steady with good educational 



opportunities. Maybe we can be back to Tufton next year and include a 

tree walk. 

11/04 – McIntire Grove planting project – The area is mowed now and 

40 trees will be planted. 

 

The program, Leading Invasive Plant Control Efforts, Five Stories, 

Lessons Learned, was presented by Jim Hurley. He explained his 

experiences of spearheading forest renewal projects in the Alexandria, 

Arlington, and Fairfax area. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Marty Topel, Secretary  


