
Charlottesville Area Tree Stewards 

Membership Meeting 

November 20, 2017 

 

President Martha Orton announced the nomination of the slate of 

officers for next year. They are Dorothy Smith, president-elect, Tonie 

Wycoff, secretary, and Susan Hall, treasurer. The slate will be voted on 

at the December membership meeting. Martha also thanked the outgoing 

Secretary Marty Topel and outgoing Treasurer Linda Knapp, for serving 

in their roles for three years. Penny Kaiserlian currently President-elect, 

will serve as President beginning in January. 

 

The December membership meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m. at Ivy Creek 

Natural Area. For our annual brunch, please bring a dish to share. This 

time of fellowship will include the viewing of the two videos in which 

CATS was featured on Virginia Home Grown. There will be door prizes 

of books, plants, and other things donated by the membership and 

outside sources.   

 

Martha Orton reviewed the proposed Alternative Paths to Membership. 

Alternate Path to Membership Proposed Change to By-Laws: 

In special circumstances, the Board and the Education Committee may 

develop an alternate path to membership. The alternate path to 

membership is designed for those committed to meeting the voluntary 

hours requirement, but who cannot take the next scheduled training 

class.  

Motion for Alternate Path to Membership for Applicants Who Cannot 

Take the Tree Steward Training Class: 

Set up a vetting process staffed by the Education Committee to assess 

applicants’ educational/work experience level compared to a graduate of 

the Tree Steward Training Class. If needed, develop a training 

curriculum tailored to the applicants’ educational needs and assign a 

mentor to oversee training progress. 

It will be left to the Education Committee to tailor the program 

individually. Participants could become members of CATS, but not full 



members until completing the necessary training. The goal is to make 

CATS’ membership more accessible. Robin Hanes moved to accept the 

Alternative Paths to Membership and Jay Gillenwater seconded the 

motion which was unanimously passed by the membership. 

 

Martha Orton reviewed the special event of our CATS Grove that was 

established at McIntire Park on November 4
th

. She recognized Robin 

Hanes who was instrumental in organizing it along with Tim Maywalt 

who was integral in making it come together. Martha presented photo 

books to them that compiled a record of progress in the establishment of 

the CATS Grove. Robin Hanes thanked everyone for their efforts in 

making it happen. She has started putting on the newly planted trees and 

shrubs id labels that have been donated by Jay Gillenwater. It was stated 

that our CATS Grove will be a place that we will gravitate to and be 

proud of. 

 

Linda Knapp, treasurer, reported that the CATS total assets are presently 

$27,986.36. Linda encouraged everyone that when ordering from 

Amazon, to be sure to participate in Amazon Smile. 

 

Tom Wild announced that the last training class will be tomorrow. The 

next Education Committee meeting will be on December 12
th

. At that 

time, they will be doing a post-mortem of the class and would appreciate 

any input. They will also be further discussing the alternative 

membership. 

 

Camille Wilson of the Projects Committee thanked everyone for their 

participation in the CATS Grove McIntire Park plantings and the Cub 

Scouts project. On Friday, December 1
st
 from 10:00-1:00, help is needed 

as Mac Dent will be working with Chris Gensic on invasive removal. 

The Albemarle High School environmental students are interested in 

planting more trees. This will take place the week of December 8
th

 and 

the tree stewards will be acting as mentors for the students. Tim 

Maywalt is the contact for this project. On December 5
th

, there will be 



an invasive pull from 10:00 – 12:30 at either McIntire Park or behind the 

new Y.  

 

Camille Wilson of the Projects Committee announced that she had 

obtained a mini-grant of $500 from Trees Virginia. This will go towards 

clearing and making a woodland floor of various ferns at Greenleaf 

Park. Also, Kendra Hall reminded the membership of the list of our 

many other volunteer opportunities. 

 

JoAnn Dalley got a grant for eleven bluebird boxes. For now, there are 

six functioning boxes to carry the birds through the winter.      

  

Libby Gretz is now collecting the annual membership dues of $20.  

 

Our speaker today was Sally Hurlbert who has been at the Shenandoah 

National Park for twenty-one years and is presently the management 

specialist, responsible for external affairs, public information affairs, and 

the liaison for the Shenandoah National Park Trust. Her presentation was 

The Ecological Effects of the Rocky Mount Fire 2016 on the 

Shenandoah National Park. It was the second largest fire at the park 

which included 10,326 acres and involved 350 firefighters from across 

the country. In appreciation, CATS has made a $250 donation to the 

park. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Marty Topel, Secretary  


